
Appendix 3 – Tabulated responses to SEA consultation 

Section Comments 

by: 

Issue Response text 

 Natural 
Resources 
Wales  

Ecosystem Services. We understand the difficulties in 
incorporating the ecosystems approach into an already 
established assessment and accept that this does not undermine 
the validity of the report itself, it does represent a missed 
opportunity to apply this developing methodology at the 
strategic level. We would anticipate the more detailed site 
specific environmental reports to adopt this approach as well as 
any assessments of future iterations of the Drought Plan itself. 

We will take into account the use of the ecosystems approach 
when reviewing and developing our EMP’s and EAR’s.   

 Natural 
Resources 
Wales 

Demand side option assessment. We note that demand side 
options have not been individually assessed and accept the 
justification that it is difficult to ascribe clear spatial effects to 
them. We welcome, therefore, the 3 ‘generic’ assessments that 
have been produced to inform the ER but we note that ‘non-
essential use bans’ have been omitted from the assessment and 
feel that they should have been included for completeness. 

We will review the assessment to determine if it is appropriate 
to also include non-essential use bans and amend the SEA as 
appropriate.   

 Natural 
Resources 
Wales 

Definitions of Significance. We acknowledge the difficulties in 
defining meaningful quantitative thresholds for significance and 
we largely agree with the definitions adopted in this assessment 
and how they are applied in the specific options assessments. 
However, it can appear as though there are inconsistencies 
between options/sites. To some extent this is inevitable, but we 
recommend that additional clarification is provided, perhaps in 
the form of examples referencing the individual Environmental 
Assessment and Environmental Monitoring Plans (completed to 
date) for the draft drought plan, to help explain why some 

We will review the SEA in the light of this comment and add 

further clarification as required.   



Section Comments 

by: 

Issue Response text 

options are deemed as potentially ‘significant’ on some sites and 
not at others. 

3.5 Natural 
Resources 
Wales 

Difficulties Encountered (section 3.5, pp 72&73) 
We note and accept the limitations associated with carrying out 
an assessment such as this but we have a number of concerns 
relating to the use of the Environmental Assessment, 
Environmental Monitoring Plans (EMP) and, for low risk sites, the 
Appendix G forms. While we accept that the EMPs are not 
Environmental Reports in themselves, they do effectively act in 
this role and contain much of the information necessary for 
assessing Drought Orders/Permits. Therefore, they perform a key 
role in the assessment process (both for SEA and HRA). The 
Environment report does acknowledge this to some extent but it 
also need to make clear that they are still a ’work in progress’ and 
need either completion or updating. We would also welcome 
reassurance that all the Environmental Assessment, EMPs and 
where appropriate appendix G forms, will be produced and/or 
updated in time for the next iteration of the Drought Plan and 
that our previous comments on the draft reports produced since 
2007 have been incorporated into the final reports being 
produced. Finally, given the importance of these to 
understanding the detailed assessments, they should be made 
available on request. 

We are committed to preparing Environmental Assessment 
Reports (EARs) for each of the drought permit/order options 
identified in the Drought Plan.  EARs (including EMPs) have 
already been prepared for several of our drought permit/order 
options. However, some of these EARs pre-date current 
guidance and therefore, will be reviewed and revised to ensure 
a compliant EAR exists for these options. Programmes of 
baseline monitoring have already commenced for several of 
these sites, and will be reviewed and continued where 
appropriate to do so.  
All subsequent EARs produced will be compliant with 
appropriate guidance documents including the Defra/ Welsh 
Government Drought Order/Permit guidance (May 2011) and 
the Environment Agency Water Company Drought Plan 
Guideline (June 2011; referred to as the DPG). The EARs will 
also address requirements of the WFD, Habitats Regulations 
(for sites where a drought order has the potential to impact a 
European designated site), and Countryside Rights of Way Act 
(for sites where a drought permit/order has the potential to 
impact a SSSI).  
We propose to complete the EARs for drought permit /order 
options in a two tiered approach. Tier 1 sites are those that 
sites that have been identified as most likely to be used in the 
future, or sites with high environmental sensitivity. Tier 2 sites 
are those which are less likely to be implemented, or where 
environment sensitivity is anticipated to be lower. We have 
developed a programme to complete EARs as soon as we are 
able to support drought permit/order applications and these 



Section Comments 

by: 

Issue Response text 

will be complete to support the next revision of the Drought 
Plan. Following completion of the EAR for each drought 
permit/order option, monitoring recommendations made in 
the EMP section of each report will be agreed with NRW and 
EA.  Baseline monitoring as specified in the EMPs will then be 
undertaken within AMP6.  We can now confirm that we have 
secured the funding to carry out the proposed environmental 
assessment and monitoring work before the next Drought Plan 
update is required.   
The EMP’s and EAR’s have been made available to the 
Environment Agency and NRW when they were originally 
produced, but we are happy to provide them again if 
necessary.   

5.0 Natural 
Resources 
Wales 

Supply side options North Wales (Section 5, Tables 5.1 - , pp78-
108) 
We note the assessment of supply side options for North Wales 
and that significant and minor negative environmental effects are 
identified for a number of options (for example, Blaenau 
Ffestiniog 8026 and Barmouth 8033). We welcome the 
precautionary approach taken to this assessment and the 
mitigation measures that could be put in place to address them 
identified both here and in Section 8. However, we note that 
most of the possible mitigation is targeted at the construction 
impacts and relatively little is identified for the possible 
operational impacts. It should also be noted that drought triggers 
and/or mitigation measures need to be implemented at 
appropriate times (as defined by Drought Management Zones 
within the main plan). We accept that it is not always clear when 
mitigation will need to take place for each option, as this still 
needs to be determined or will depending on the local conditions 

We recognise that where appropriate, mitigation measures 

will need to be in place before specific drought orders/permits 

are required.   



Section Comments 

by: 

Issue Response text 

at the time. However, this will need to be in place before specific 
drought orders/permits are required. 

6.0 Natural 
Resources 
Wales 

Supply side options South East Wales (Section 6, Tables 6.1-6.42, 
pp110-145) 
We note the assessment of supply side options for South East 
Wales and that significant and minor negative environmental 
effects are identified for a number of options (in particular for 
SEWCUS 8121). See comments on section 5 on the need for 
further detail on potential mitigation measures which also apply 
to the assessment of these options. 

We recognise that where appropriate, mitigation measures 
will need to be in place before specific drought 
orders/permits are required 

7.0 Natural 
Resources 
Wales 

Supply side options in South West Wales (section 7, Tables7.1-
7.12 , pp146-159 ) 
We note the assessment of supply side options for South West 
Wales and that significant and minor negative environmental 
effects are identified for a number of options (for example, Tywi 
conjunctive use system, 8201 and Pembrokeshire, 8206). See 
comments on section 5 on the need for further detail on 
potential mitigation measures which also apply to the 
assessment of these options. 

We recognise that where appropriate, mitigation measures 

will need to be in place before specific drought 

orders/permits are considered. 

8.0 Natural 
Resources 
Wales 

Mitigation measures (section 8) 
We welcome the mitigation measures set out in this section of 
the Environment Report. As outlined in our comments on 
sections 4-7, we recommend that along with these generic 
measures, more detailed site specific measures are also 
developed for specific options. We understand the difficulties 
involved in identifying such mitigation and the need to carry out 
detailed site investigations, but there should be clear cross-
reference to the Environmental Assessment and EMPs and an 
indication of the key areas where further investigation/mitigation 
needs to be targeted. This will also need to consider whether 

When we review our existing and develop our new EMP’s 

and EAR’s we will indicate the areas where further 

investigations/mitigation may need to be targeted and 

assess whether mitigation measures need to be put in place 

beforehand, to increase resilience within the system, or at 

the Drought Order/Permit stage 



Section Comments 

by: 
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these measures need to be put in place beforehand, to increase 
resilience within the system, or at the Drought Order/Permit 
stage. We recommend that this detail, is included within the 
detailed assessment matrices where possible and they must be 
included in the environmental assessment and EMPs. 

9.0 Natural 
Resources 
Wales 

Cumulative and in combination assessment (section 9). We note 
the technical difficulties in carrying out cumulative and in 
combination assessments for the various options within the plan. 
We recognise that the exact combination of options that will be 
implemented within a particular Water Resource Zone (WRZ) will 
depend on the specific conditions and considerations associated 
with a particular drought situation and accept that this element 
of the assessment process is more limited that in might be for 
other, similar, plans. However, while these limitations may 
restrict the scale and scope of the cumulative and in combination 
assessments, it is important that the SEA considers these as far as 
is practicable and identifies potential combinations of particular 
concern. It is also important that this is used to inform the Plan 
itself, particularly in relation to how it may be used to guide 
multiple Drought Order/Permit applications. For example, where 
there are multiple options across catchments which feed into 
different WRZs, particularly where more than one water 
company may be involved. We understand this exercise has been 
done, and it would have been helpful to have included it within 
the SEA Environment Report to help inform option appraisals for 
future droughts at a point where the assessment window may be 
significantly constrained. We accept that the consideration of 
mitigation measures goes some way to address this, but 
recommend that the SEA monitoring strategy is further 

We will review the possibility of providing an indication of 

which drought options may be used 'in-combination' in the 

context of the Environmental Assessments associated with 

the drought options.  We will make any necessary 

amendments required to the SEA to reflect the outcomes 

of this review.   
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strengthened and focussed towards identifying and addressing 
potential cumulative and in combination impacts  

 


